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“We’re very preoccupied and wor¬ 


“In today’s budget, he prioritized 

'T l' 

“They’re not targeted enough. 


ried that unemployment is going 


$60 billion in corporate tax cuts 

\ ^ 

(There is) nothing in (the 


to rise sharply. Is the El change suf¬ 


and only $1.15 billion for the 


Conservative’s budget) to obtain 


ficient...?” Liberals’ Michael Ignatieff 


unemployed.” N DP’s Jack Layton 


our support.” BQ's Gilles Duceppe 



Budget bleeds red 


Tories project deficits until 
2013 to blunt recession 


The Conservatives 
delivered a fixer-upper 
budget meant to rebuild 
the economy and get 
Canadians working, 
pumping $40 billion over 
two years into everything 
from income tax cuts and 
help for home renovations 
to increased jobless bene¬ 
fits and cash for urban re¬ 
construction. 

Canadians 
will find out 
today if the 
Conservatives’ 
economic safe¬ 
ty net has 
earned the 
support of fed¬ 
eral Liberals. 

Liberal Leader Michael Ig- 
natieff offered a mixed re¬ 
view but said he would an¬ 
nounce this morning 
whether to vote down the 
budget — and defeat Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper’s 
minority government. 

He said the budget’s big- 
ticket spending and new as¬ 
sistance for the jobless was 
a “positive” response to 
“the combined pressure of 
the opposition parties,” 
which threatened to topple 
the government. 


But the Liberal leader 
questioned whether Fi¬ 
nance Minister Jim Flaherty 
has done enough to im¬ 
prove employment insur¬ 
ance (El) benefits and 
whether funds for infra¬ 
structure will flow quickly. 

The Conservatives boast 
the budget, aimed at reduc¬ 
ing the impact of a growing 
global reces¬ 
sion, will cre¬ 
ate or main¬ 
tain close to 
190,000 jobs. 
But the Tories 
are forecasting 
a $34-billion 
deficit in the 
next fiscal year 
and deficits totalling almost 
$85 billion over five years. 
Not until 2013 does the 
budget forecast a surplus. 

Flaherty defended the 
“temporaiy” deficit spend¬ 
ing, calling it “necessary to 
stimulate our economy.” 

NDP Leader Jack Layton 
quickly criticized the budg¬ 
et. He said it is Ignatieff’s re¬ 
sponsibility to defeat the 
budget as it fails to meet the 
tests the Liberal leader set 
for his support. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Cuts in hindsight 

• Harper's cut to the Goods 
and Services Tax from seven 
to six per cent, then to five 
per cent has been projected 
to cost the federal coffers 
about $12 billion in 2009-10. 


Finance Minister Jim Flaherty pauses as he delivers his budget in the House of Commons in Ottawa 
yesterday. The Conservatives' budget will run a deficit of $34 billion in the next fiscal year. 


• Cut personal taxes by $20 
billion over six years, 
including raising the upper 
limit of the two lowest person¬ 
al income-tax brackets. 

Cut business taxes by $2 bil¬ 
lion over six years. 

• $7.8 billion for social hous¬ 
ing and private home renova¬ 
tion, including a one-year 
Home Renovation Tax Credit 
of up to $1,350 per household. 

$12 billion ($7 billion in new 
cash) for infrastructure spend¬ 
ing, with $1 billion for “green" 
infrastructure, and $1 billion 
for clean-energy research. 

$2.7 billion in short-term 
loans to the auto industry. 

• $8.3 billion for skills and 
training. 

Extend El benefits by five 
weeks for two years. 
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Man turns himself in after Evansburg break-in 

A man wanted for an alleged home invasion in which a homeowner was badly beaten and his son shot in the stomach turned himself into police yesterday. Steven 
David Kennedy, 44 , turned himself in to Evansburg police in relation to the incident, which allegedly took place at a rural home near Lake Isle on Monday. Reuters 




Police hit the ice 

Head down to the Clare Drake Arena on fam¬ 
ily day for an all-star family “fun-raiser/’ 
where Edmonton Eskimo alumni will take 
on the Edmonton police Faded Blues. Doors 
open at 12:30 p.m. For more information, 
visit www.accd.net. reuters 


Jobs saved, tradesman says 



Edmonton electrician and single dad Warren Dahlen, and his daughters Shianna, 10, left, and 
Marissa, 9. 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides(ametronews.ca 


For single father Warren 
Dahlen, yesterday’s federal 
budget announcement 
means he should be able 
to keep putting food on 
the table in front of his 
two young daughters. 

The federal government 
has promised $12 billion 
for infrastructure, which is 
good news for the 40-year- 
old electrician, whose em¬ 
ployment is only secured 
by new construction. 

“It’s going to guarantee 
some tradesmen out there 
will keep their jobs. As 
long as things are being 
built, we’ll be working.” 

Edward Jones tax ac¬ 
countant Dean Paley said 
the federal budget includ¬ 
ed tax measures that affect 
mainly lower and middle 
class Canadians. 

Based on Dahlen’s 
$55,000 annual income, 
his annual tax savings will 
be approximately $175, Pa¬ 
ley said. 

The single dad pays $200 
per month in child care, 
but might soon lose a 
provincial subsidy. With¬ 


out subsidy, Dahlen is still 
facing almost $1,000 per 
month in after-school care 
for his two daughters. 

Paley said subsidies are 
based on a person’s pre-tax 
income and the federal 
budget would not affect 
this subsidy. 

Dahlen said he would 


have liked to see money 
for child care, but isn’t sur¬ 
prised it wasn’t included. 

While there was some 
good news in the budget 
for Dahlen, he thinks a 
shift in tax policy is what’s 
needed to jump-start the 
country. 

“1 really wanted to see a 


cut for people that are 
making middle-class,” he 
said. 

“The middle class is sup¬ 
porting this whole coun¬ 
try. People that make the 
most money have loop¬ 
holes and pay less than 
they should be by making 
charitable contributions.” 


Infrastructure funding welcome: Mandel, Evans 


ANNOUNCEMENT Edmon- 
ton’s mayor said yesterday 
that while he’s pleased 
with the federal budget, 
overall, “the devil is in the 
details.” 

Among Stephen Man- 
del’s top concerns for 
budget allocation are arts 
and culture, transportation 
and hockey arenas. He said 
that a promise for $12 mil¬ 
lion in infrastructure 
bodes well for the city’s 


long list of “to-do’s” which 
include roads, 
bridges and recre¬ 
ation centres, and 
will help offset costs 
incurred by taxpay¬ 
ers. 

He added it’s like¬ 
ly the city will get 
the greatest say in 
how the federal 
money is spent lo- Iris 
cally, but that he Evans 
and council are 



keeping a “level exuber¬ 
ance” before making 
any big plans. 

Alberta’s finance 
minister believes the 
federal budget has 
made has made 
some strides in help¬ 
ing the province 
weather through an 
economic drought, 
but admitted she’s 
still looking through 
the details for fair¬ 


ness. 

“Overall, (it’s) good 
news,” said Finance Minis¬ 
ter Iris Evans in a media 
scrum yesterday. 

“When you have infra¬ 
structure funding and 
transportation funding, 
that puts people to work, 
and here in Alberta we’ve 
got some roads that can 
use that ... Definitely, 
that’s a help.” 

METRO EDMONTON 


Reaction across the Country 


Halifax — Senior citizen 


Marilyn Peers saw some new 
money for seniors in the federal 
budget, but the 77 -year-old Hal¬ 
ifax resident hoped for more. 

“It's going to be worse than 
better in the near future, and 
(seniors) have a lot of concern 
for our adult children, as well as 
how it will affect us,” she said 
last night. 


Toronto — Single-income 



A young family with only one 
full-time income, the Melvilles 
say they weren't expecting 
much on a personal level from 
the federal budget. 

The most significant detail in 
the budget for the Melvilles 
was the home renovation tax 
credit, which they said they'll 
make good use of. 

Ottawa — Student 


The federal budget contained 
lots of good news for students, 
said Ian Lee, MBA director for 
the Sprott School of Business at 
Carleton University. 

There was an announcement 
of $2 billion for the renewal and 


refurbishment of universities 
and colleges across Canada, 
which will help students enter¬ 
ing the workforce as boomers 
retire, Lee said. 

Calgary — Double-income 

A Calgary small business owner, 
proud husband and father of 
two, Mike April said as far as his 
family goes, there wasn't a lot 
that he could see directly bene¬ 
fiting them in the budget — 
aside from the tax cuts. 

According to Dean Paley, tax 
professional for Edward Jones 
Canada, the Aprils will see that 
tax relief — to the tune of 
about $350 per year. 

Vancouver — Same-sex 
couple 


Karen Chan, 29, and Amy 
Romanas, 35, were married 
last January and are filing their 
tax returns together for the 
first time. 

They will save $1,100 in taxes 
this year thanks to almost $20 
billon over five years in tax re¬ 
lief announced in yesterday's 
budget. Combined, the couple 
earns about $100,000 annually. 


News in brief 


WEAPONS Testing has begun 
on 100 Tasers that may be de¬ 
livering jolts at too high a volt¬ 
age. Solicitor General Fred 
Lindsay said yesterday the 
move is a response to test re¬ 
sults that confirmed some 
Tasers built before January 
2006 were emitting zaps high¬ 
er than 50,000V. Currently, 400 
x-26 Tasers are in use by police 
in Alberta. Rather than pull all 
units, and risk officers resort¬ 
ing to “lethal force,” the 
remaining devices will be test¬ 
ed over time, metro edmonton 
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Atheist ad campaign targets Calgary 

The Freethought Association of Canada is targeting Calgary for its next round of advertising intended to promote atheism, CBC News Online reports. The ads would carry a simple 
message: There's probably no God; now stop worrying and enjoy your life. The group is currently waiting for approval to put its ads on buses in Toronto, metro news services 
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Canada/World 



Four people were arrested yesterday as 200 members of CURE and their supporters rallied in down¬ 
town Toronto. The rally was to protest back-to-work legislation proposed by the Ontario government 
as it attempts to intervene in a strike at York University. 


Strike takes ugly turn 

Protesters clash with police outside Ontario legislature 


“We are in a deadlock... legislation is the 
only certain way to make it (end) now.” 

Alex Bilyk, York University 


As debate on back-to-work 
legislation continued for 
the third day at the 
Ontario legislature yester¬ 
day, four protesters were 
arrested while they made 
their way from the 
ministry of labour offices 
to the legislature. 

The two men and two 
women were arrested after 
an officer contacted his 
dispatcher to say “he need¬ 
ed assistance,” said Toron¬ 
to police Const. Tony Vella, 
a media spokesperson. By¬ 
standers who witnessed 
the protest also contacted 
police to say an officer 
needed help, Vella added. 


Charges include assault¬ 
ing police officers and ob¬ 
structing police, according 
to Vella. “Four officers sus¬ 
tained minor injuries,” he 
said. ” 

CUPE President Sid Ryan 
said that if back-to-work 
legislation passes today or 
tomorrow, CUPE may be 
forced to launch a court 
action on the basis that it 
violates the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Free¬ 
doms. 


“If we pursue it, the 
strike will be prolonged,” 
Ryan told a news confer¬ 
ence at Queen’s Park yes¬ 
terday. “We don’t want to 
go down that road.” 

York officials say the two 
sides are at a true impasse, 
said Alex Bilyk, a universi¬ 
ty spokesperson. “We are 
in a deadlock,” he said. 
“This legislation is the on¬ 
ly certain way to make it 
(end) now.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Icebreaker gets stuck freeing ship 


News in brief 


ALBERTA The rapid-fire develop¬ 
ment of Alberta's oilsands 
region has garnered a new critic 
— Luc Bouchard, bishop of the 
diocese of St. Paul, which covers 
nearly 156,000 square kilome¬ 
tres of Alberta. The bishop said 
in a letter this week that “the in¬ 
tegrity of creation in the 
Athabasca oilsands is clearly be¬ 
ing sacrificed for economic 
gain." metro news services 


QUEBEC It wasn’t something 
they had expected, getting 
stuck in the thick ice of the 
St. Lawrence River. Neither 
did the guests aboard the Va- 
cancier cruise ship expect 
the Canadian Coast Guard 
icebreaker that came to get 
them out would suffer the 
same fate. 

But the icebreaker Teny 
Fox, considered one of Cana¬ 


da’s two “heavy” icebreak¬ 
ers, did get caught in the ice 
leading some to wonder 
whether the coast guard has 
adequate icebreaking capa¬ 
bilities. 

A coast guard communica¬ 
tions officer denied the Teny 
Fox got stuck. “It just had 
difficulty to move in the ice,” 
she said. “There is a differ¬ 
ence.” TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


World exhaling sigh 
of relief, Clinton says 


U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton suggested 
yesterday the world was 
breathing a sigh of relief 
that President Barack Oba¬ 
ma had replaced George 
W. Bush and was working 
to reverse his policies. 

In her first news confer¬ 
ence as top U.S. diplomat, 
Clinton said excitement 
over the change in power 
was “reinforced time and 
time again” during recent 
welcome calls with foreign 
counterparts. 

“There is a great exhala¬ 


tion of breath going on in 
the world as people ex¬ 
press their appreciation 
for the new direction that's 
being set and the team 
that is put together by the 
president,” Clinton said. 

Many Arab and Euro¬ 
pean allies opposed the 
Bush administration’s in¬ 
vasion of Iraq and its hu¬ 
man rights record, includ¬ 
ing treatment of terror sus¬ 
pects. Generally, world 
leaders have praised Oba¬ 
ma’s election but analysts 
say his honeymoon could 


Position on Israel 

• Clinton said yesterday 
that she believes Israel had 
a right to defend itself and 
that Palestinian rocket at¬ 
tacks from Gaza on the Jew¬ 
ish state could not go unan¬ 
swered. 

be short-lived as he tries to 
grapple with the global 
economic crunch, wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict and 
other challenges. reuters 


Israeli aircraft strike Gaza 
border tunnels: Officials 


STRIKES Israeli aircraft 
struck at tunnels used for 
smuggling goods and 
weapons on the border be¬ 
tween the Gaza Strip and 
Egypt yesterday, Hamas of¬ 
ficials said. 

Rafah residents began to 
flee homes in panic as the 
aircraft struck three times 
before dawn, Hamas offi¬ 
cials said. There was no ini¬ 
tial word of any casualties. 

The strike came as an ap¬ 
parent response to an 
ealier attack by Gaza mili¬ 
tants on an Israeli military 
vehicle hit by a roadside 
bomb, killing one soldier 


Unity urged 

• Palestinian politicians and 
intellectuals appealed to 
the rival Hamas and Fatah 
factions yesterday to heal 
rifts that have jeopardized 
the quest for statehood. 

and injuring three. 

An air strike later killed 
one Palestinian, but Israeli 
Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert said that that was 
only an initial response, 
and that Israel’s full re¬ 
sponse was still to come. 

REUTERS 


25 bodies found 
in Madagascar 
department store 

ANTANANARIVO Firefighters 
found 25 charred bodies in 
a looted department store 
in Madagascar’s capital 
yesterday, a day after anti¬ 
government violence 
rocked the island. 

Mayor and opposition 
leader Andiy Rajoelina 
called for peaceful demon¬ 
strations against President 
Marc Ravalomanana to re¬ 
sume today. 

A teenager and a police¬ 
man were killed Monday 
after tens of thousands 
took to the streets and the 
protests became violent. 

REUTERS 


News in brief 


BULGARIA An armed man sur¬ 
rendered to police after hijack¬ 
ing a bus and holding 37 peo¬ 
ple aboard hostage for two 
hours in Bulgaria yesterday. 
The 33-year-old man, who offi¬ 


cials said had mental health 
problems, had forced the bus 
driver to stop at a gas station. 
OCTUPLETS A California 
woman shocked doctors by 
giving birth on Monday to oc- 


tuplets, believed to be only the 
second set of eight babies 
born successfully in the U.S. 

The six boys and two girls were 
doing well and were in stable 
condition, doctors said, reuters 
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Canada 

Deficit vs. debt 

A national deficit occurs when a government's annual expenditures exceed its revenues. The national debt 
is the accumulation that remains unpaid from all past annual deficits since 1867. torstar news service 



Federal 

Big spenders 

Budget 2009 

Pierre Trudeau and Brian Mulroney both spent Canada 
deeper and deeper into debt during the I 970 s, 1980s and 
early 1990s. Trudeau failed to balance the books for 15 
years as prime minister. Mulroney never managed to pro¬ 
duce a surplus. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Tories await their fate 


NDP, Bloc immediately condemn budget; Liberal decision today 


The fate of the 
Conservative government 
lies with Liberal Leader 
Michael Ignatieff, who 
says he is concerned the 
Harper government has 
underestimated the 
economic crisis. 

Ignatieff, who met with 
his Liberal caucus last night, 
was to announce today 
whether his party would 
support the government’s 
economic plan, or possibly 
join with the NDP and the 
Bloc Quebecois to defeat 
the Conservatives in the 
Commons. 

There was talk among 
some Liberals last night 
about possibly proposing an 
amendment to the budget 
to address some of the par¬ 
ty’s concerns. 

New Democrat Leader 
Jack Layton and Bloc Quebe¬ 
cois Leader Gilles Duceppe 
swiftly condemned the 
budget as a failed “ideologi¬ 
cal” document that does 
not address the needs of the 
jobless and the most vulner¬ 
able, nor move Canada to¬ 
ward a greener economy. 

Their parties intend to 
vote to defeat the govern¬ 
ment on the budget, and 
Layton publicly pressured 
Ignatieff to do the same. 

Layton said the budget 
fails on the veiy tests — 
helping the most vulnera¬ 
ble, protecting the jobs of 
today and creating jobs for 
tomorrow — that Ignatieff 
had set out. 

“He has a choice to 
make,” La 5 ^on told re¬ 
porters. “It’s either to prop 
up the Harper government 
and allow it to continue in a 
fashion that is clearly 
wrong-headed, or to pursue 
the agenda laid out by the 


“He has a choice to make. It’s either to prop up the Harper 
government and allow it to continue in a fashion that is clearly 
wrong-headed, or to pursue the agenda laid out by the 
coalition, which would create jobs for the future and would 
transform our economy and would really protect the people 
who are suffering the most from the economic crisis.” 

NDP Leader Jack Layton on Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff 


coalition, which would cre¬ 
ate jobs for the future and 
would transform our econo¬ 
my and would really protect 


the people who are suffer¬ 
ing the most from the eco¬ 
nomic crisis.” 

Layton was referring to 


the agreement signed by 
the Liberals and NDP in De¬ 
cember to form a coalition, 
supported by the Bloc, to re¬ 


place the Conservative gov¬ 
ernment. 

Ignatieff, however, said 
yesterday the Conservative 
budget contained “some 
positive elements” that he 
credited to the political 
pressure brought to bear by 
the united opposition par¬ 
ties before Christmas. 

He said there are also 
“negative aspects.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 
MORE ON IGNATIEFF’S 
DECISION, PAGE 5 



Bloc Quebecois Leader Gilles Duceppe, left, talks with New Democratic Party Leader Jack Layton yesterday in the foyer of the House 
of Commons on Parliament Hill after listening to the budget speech. 


Many wild cards in pLay for future of the economy 


Savings to trickle down 


The federal budget is a 
“prudent” prescription to 
help heal Canada’s ailing 
economy, but the modest 
stimulus spending and tax 
cuts alone may not be 
enough to pull Canada out 
of its deepening recession, 
economists said yesterday. 

Dubbing the budget 
“Canada’s economic action 
plan,” Finance Minister Jim 
Flaherty said the measures 
were aimed at resuscitating 
consumer spending and 


• Economists said the perma¬ 
nent nature of tax breaks would 
help those savings trickle down 


protecting increasingly vul¬ 
nerable jobs amid a wors¬ 
ening global recession. 

Flaherty said measures to 
shore up the sputtering 
economy must begin with¬ 
in the next 120 days to be 


into the real economy, contrast¬ 
ing them with the temporary 
tax rebates doled out to Ameri- 


effective. Overall, the gov¬ 
ernment hopes its action 
plan will create or preserve 
up to 190,000 jobs for 
Canadians by the end of 
2010. 

Private sector econo¬ 


cans last year. Lower-income 
Canadians, they say, have a 
greater propensity to consume. 

mists, however, stressed 
the outlook for the global 
economy remains clouded. 
There are many wild cards, 
including the future direc¬ 
tion of commodity prices 
and the timing of any even¬ 


tual economic recovery in 
the United States — not to 
mention the future health 
of Canada’s own housing 
and stock markets. 

Since the global eco¬ 
nomic meltdown was orig¬ 
inally sparked by events 
outside this country’s bor¬ 
ders, the government’s 
“made-in-Canada” solution 
is unlikely to be a cure-all 
for the domestic economic 
funk. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


El benefits 
extended 
five weeks 


Ottawa’s plan to extend 

employment insurance by 

five weeks is better than 

nothing, say some workers 

struggling 

with job , 

loss and an 

uncertain • With recent 
future. job losses top- 
But for ping 100,000 
those and the threat 

whose El of another 
has already 250,000 Cana- 
run out, dians being 
yesterday’s thrown out of 
federal work in the 
budget of- coming year, 
fered little the lack of ma- 
comfort. jor El reforms 
Econo- is the budget's 
mists, biggest weak- 

labour ness, said 

groups and economist 
business Armine Yal- 
leadershad nizyan of the 
also called left-leaning 
on Ottawa Canadian Cen¬ 
to end re- tre for Policy 
gional in- Alternatives, 
equities in 
the system 

that make it easier for the 
unemployed in some parts 
of the country to qualify 
than in others. 

They note that reforms 
during the 1990s to limit 
access and benefits to em¬ 
ployment insurance have 
resulted in a program that 
covers barely half of unem¬ 
ployed workers in Canada 

today. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


More to be 
taken off 
tax rolls 

RELIEF In a something-for- 
eveiyone budget, the Con¬ 
servative government has 
proposed widespread tax 
relief for small businesses, 
homeowners, seniors, and 
low- and middle-income 
Canadians. 

The budget calls for tax 
measures that will leave 
more money in more peo¬ 
ple’s pockets, including 
the sprawling middle 
class, whose support the 
Conservatives covet. 

The moves will take an 
additional 265,000 Canadi¬ 
ans off the tax rolls 
altogether, largely 
through changes to the ba¬ 
sic personal income tax 
exemption and to the sen¬ 
iors’ age credit. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 
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No substance, says Greenpeace spokesperson 

“There's a total lack of vision," said Stephen Gilbeault from Greenpeace. “What they're trying 
to do is talk green and look green, but there's no substance to it." torstar news service 
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Federal Budget 2009 


It's not easy being green 

Critics pan largest environmental stimulus in Canadian history 



Finance Minister Jim Flaherty, left, shakes hands with Prime Minister Stephen Harper yesterday 
after delivering the federal budget in the House of Commons. 


It was the largest green 
stimulus in Canadian histo¬ 
ry, according to the federal 
Environment minister, but 
elements of the budget 
plan that use the environ¬ 
ment to revamp the econo¬ 
my fell short of many 
expectations. 

Yesterday’s budget con¬ 
tained more than $3 billion 
to develop clean technolo¬ 
gies, build environmentally- 
sustainable infrastructure 
and improve energy effi¬ 
ciency in homes. 

“The provisions in the 
budget relating to the envi¬ 
ronment are veiy signifi¬ 
cant,” Environment Minis¬ 
ter Jim Prentice told Torstar 
News Service. “When you 
add all this up, it’s certainly 
the largest green stimulus 
that we’ve ever seen.” 

But critics say the federal 
government’s plans fall far 
short of national public 
transit and other infra¬ 
structure needs while 
spending too much taxpay¬ 
ers’ money in Alberta’s oil- 
sands and not enough on 
renewable energy. 

There were at least two 
mentions of carbon capture 


and storage projects that 
store greenhouse gas emis¬ 
sions underground in a sec¬ 
tion of the budget that out¬ 
lines the five-year, $ 1-billion 
clean energy fund, noted 


Stephen Gilbeault of Green¬ 
peace. 

The government also ear¬ 
marked $292 million to 
help develop the CANDU 
nuclear reactor and operate 


the Chalk River facility. 

The new clean energy 
fund is “an excellent start,” 
but it is important to rapidly 
increase funding for renew¬ 
able energy projects, both to 


keep up with the pace that 
is being set in Washington 
by U.S. President Barack 
Obama and to help emerg¬ 
ing Canadian companies 
stay competitive, said Vicky 
Sharpe, president and chief 
executive of Sustainable De¬ 
velopment Technology Can¬ 
ada. 

Obama has vowed to dou¬ 
ble energy production from 
renewable sources in three 
years as part of his stimulus 
package. 

“We’re either going to be 
technology takers or mak¬ 
ers, and so if we’re going to 
see an upswing in support 
for clean technology devel¬ 
opment in the U.S. then 1 
think we need to be match¬ 
ing that,” Sharpe said. 

The government wants 90 
per cent of energy from 
clean sources by 2020, a 
goal that is dependent on 
shutting down Ontario’s 
coal-fired electricity plants 
and switching to hydro, nu¬ 
clear and natural gas as 
power sources, Prentice 
said. Wind and solar power 
can also play a smaller role, 
he added. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


It's your move, Iggy 


Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff laid out 
three tests to determine whether his party will 
support the budget. Here are the tests and 
some budget offerings that might satisfy his 
demands: 

Protect the vulnerable 

• Extension of employment insurance bene¬ 
fits by five weeks for the next two years. 

• Extension of protections to safe 

guard severance and termination 
pay for workers hit by company 
bankruptcies. . 

• Greater tax relief from the jifii 
working income tax benefit to " 
encourage low-income Canadians 
to find and keep jobs. 

• Up to $150 in tax savings for low- 
and middle-income seniors through 
an increase in age credit amount. 

• $1 billion for renovating social hous 
ing. 

Protect the jobs of today 

• $12 billion over two years for 
new infrastructure spending 

• $7.8 billion in tax relief 
and funding to stimu¬ 
late the housing 
sector and improve 
housing. 

• $170 million to¬ 
ward a “more sus¬ 


tainable and competitive" forestry sector. 
Create jobs for tomorrow 

• $55 million over two years to help young 
Canadians find summer jobs, giving them valu¬ 
able experience in the work force. 

• $2 billion to repair, retrofit and expand facili¬ 
ties at post-secondary institutions. 

$750 million for leading-edge re¬ 
search infrastructure through the 
Canada Foundation for Innova¬ 
tion. 

• $110 million to the Canadi¬ 
an Space Agency for more ad¬ 
vanced robotics and space 
technologies. 

Did the budget pass Liberal 
muster? We find out today at 
9 a.m. when Ignatieff 
announces whether his party 
will support it. Last night, the 
Liberal leader questioned 
whether the Conservatives had 
done enough for the unemployed 
and whether the 

infrastructure cash 
would be spent 
quickly enough. 

TORSTAR 
NEWS 
SERVICE 



News in brief 


Tories boost 
spending for 
less fortunate 

PRESSURE The Conservative 
government was under 
more political pressure 
than usual to boost social 
spending as the would-be 
coalition was on the look¬ 
out for whether it would 
help those that the 
economic crisis has left 
most vulnerable. 

Finance Minister Jim Fla¬ 
herty set the tone by mak¬ 
ing it clear the budget yes¬ 
terday was not one for a 
time of prosperity, but one 
that would do what it 
could to keep the 
economy moving while 
protecting its citizens 
from the worst effects of 
the slowdown. 

“We will need to spend 
more to protect our econo¬ 
my and help Canadians hit 
hardest by the global reces¬ 
sion,” Flaherty said in his 
speech in the House of 
Commons yesterday. 

Nicholas Gazzard, execu¬ 
tive director of the Co-op¬ 
erative Housing Federation 
of Canada, said he believes 
the political crisis had 
something to do with the 
social spending included 
in the budget yesterday. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


RENOVATIONS The Home Ren¬ 
ovation Tax Credit (HRTC) is 
designed to get Canadians 
spending now to help create 
jobs in industries typically 


hurt by an economic 
downturn. Effective today 
through Jan. 31, 2010, home- 
owners can claim a tax credit 
for 15 per cent of renovation 


expenses between $1,000 and 
$10,000. The maximum tax 
credit (on $9,000 in 
renovations) is worth $1,350. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Steps added 
to prop up 
[ending 

CREDIT The federal govern¬ 
ment is bolstering efforts 
to keep credit flowing in 
Canada — its starkest 
acknowledgement to date 
that consumers and 
businesses are being 
increasingly squeezed by 
the global credit crunch. 

The measures, 
announced in yesterday’s 
federal budget strengthen 
Ottawa’s previous actions 
to prop up lending by im¬ 
proving access to financing 
for both households and 
businesses. Officials said 
the Extraordinary Financ¬ 
ing Framework would pro¬ 
vide up to $200 billion to 
fill gaps in credit markets. 

The government is not 
only fortifying existing 
programs, it is taking a 
fresh stab at stemming the 
crisis through a slew of 
new actions. Some 
observers said that the 
bold approach signals that 
Canada’s credit 
predicament is now worse 
than originally imagined. 

The $200-billion price 
tag is a combination of past 
programs and new endeav¬ 
ours. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Then & now 

Jim Flaherty 
on the 

Economy 


Oct. 7 f 2008: 

''We had a surplus in 
the first quarter of this 
year... which is, in fact, 
ahead of track on our 
budget assumptions. So 
I’m quite comfortable 
that we’re on track, in 
fact, a little bit better 
than on track, for this fis¬ 
cal year.” 

Oct. 24,2008 
"I can assure you that 
we remain on track for a 
balanced budget this fis¬ 
cal year with a modest 
surplus by the end of the 
fiscal year.” 

Oct. 27,2008: 

"Canada will be the 
envy of other industrial¬ 
ized nations.” 

Nov. 13,2008 
"We won’t take steps 
that will hurt the real 
economy just for the 
sake of having a small 
surplus.” 

Dec. 11,2008 
"It’s quite clear on the 
basis of the forecasts 
and the continuing 
declines in the forecast 
that there will be a 
deficit.” 

Dec. 12,2008 
"We are living in 
extraordinary times... 
Panicking and making 
the wrong choices 
would be devastating 
for the Canadian econo¬ 
my.” 


Jan. 21,2009 
"We will not create a 
permanent, long-term 
deficit for Canada... In 
our economic plan, we 
will show how we will 
exit from deficit as the 
economy exits from 
recession.” 

Jan. 27,2009 
"As the economy recov¬ 
ers, we fully expect to 
emerge from deficit and 
return to surplus within 
five years... While our 
projections are based on 
the best information 
available, we cannot 
guarantee them 
absolutely.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 
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Building in Bob’s name 

Can we fix it? How about, can we afford it? 


UsualBusinea 



n spite of the $40-bil- 
lion stimulus package 
he brought down yes¬ 
terday, Finance Minis¬ 
ter Jim Flaherty is not 
the man of the hour. 

Neither is Opposition 
Leader Michael Ignatieff, 
on whose shoulders the 
fate of this borrowed stim¬ 
ulus now rests. Nope. 

It isn’t even U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama as he 
leans on Washington law¬ 
makers to pass his trillion- 
dollar spending plan. 

The man who defines 
our time is Bob the 
Builder, the children’s car¬ 
toon character. 

Governments across the 
Western world, and now 
including our own, have 
stolen the little fella’s 
show: Building houses, 
roads, bridges, schools, 
you get the idea. 

The Conservatives say 


they’re putting shovels 
and hammers to work 
across the country, in or¬ 
der to make work, and lift 
a flagging economy. 

All told, new federal in¬ 
frastructure spending will 
top $11 billion. 

Mr. Flaherty even filched 
Bob’s tradesman look 
when he donned steel- 
toed boots to fulfil the _ 
tradition of launch¬ 
ing a budget in a 
pair of new 
shoes. 

In fact, the only 
thing Mr. 

Flaherty 
didn’t 
rip off 
was 

Bob’s slo- 



we 
fix 
it? 

To 

which 
his crew of 
animated bull¬ 
dozers re¬ 
sponds ... Yes we 
can. 

Mr. Obama already 
filched it for his presiden¬ 
tial campaign. 


Canada 2009 

Federal 

Budget 


But all of this “shovel 
ready” business isn’t the 
only expensive measure in 
this budget. 

j There are sev- 

f eral billion dol¬ 

lars for re¬ 
training the 
unemployed. 
Billions 
^ more in tax 
credits 
for 

every¬ 
thing 
from 
home 
renos to 
comput¬ 
ers. 

There are in¬ 
come tax reduc¬ 
tions and help for 
small businesses. 
Aimed at the 
very special of 
special interests 
is the money to 
increase slaugh¬ 
terhouse square-footage, 
and the help for lumber 
mills to expand their sales 


in Timbuktu. 

There are also more sen¬ 
sible measures to help 
thaw tightening credit. 

For example, there is 
more than $60 billion 
available to buy loans from 
the balance sheets of 
banks and other lenders. 

That might not have 
much curb appeal, but it 
may just mean cheaper 
and more ready mortgages 
and car loans for con¬ 
sumers. 

Canada is well posi¬ 
tioned in the face of a 
looming recession. 

We are returning to 
deficit spending after 12 
years of surpluses. 

But Mr. Flaherty said yes¬ 
terday he doesn’t expect 
the government to return 
to balanced budgets until 
2013. 

The interceding years, 
he estimated, would heap 
a further $85 billlion on 
the national debt. 

That leaves the question 
Bob’s pint-sized audience 
can afford to ignore — can 
we afford it? 


Kate MacNamara is a business reporter for 
CBC radio. She lives in Bragg Creek, Alberta. 



Quote of the Day 


concerns about the budget 
are have they underestimated 
the seriousness of the crisis? if 
they make that judgment 
wrong, pretty well everything 
goes south, including their 
deficit projections/* 

— Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff 


Word on the street: Was this a good budget? 



Angela 

Leggett 

Age: 35 Toronto 

A: We just 

moved into a 
new house, so 
that tax credit 
(home renova¬ 
tions) will allow 
me to spend a bit 
more money. 


Mike 

Hudema 

Age: 32 
Edmonton 

A: $750 million is 
being put toward 
false solutions 
like carbon cap¬ 
ture and storage. 


Melinda 

Ainsworth 

-Roy 

Age: 26 Ottawa 

A: fm generally 
suspicious of the 
Conservatives ... 
but from what 
fve seen so far, it 
looks hopeful. 


Daniel 

Lemieux 

Age: 26 
Edmonton 

A: I think it^s 
great they're put¬ 
ting some mon¬ 
ey toward green 
energy, because 
fossil fuels are 
running out. 


Michael 

Davis 

Age: 35 Calgary 

A: It would have 
been good if they 
government gave 
more money for 
would-be entre¬ 
preneurs because 
I think that's an¬ 
other good op- 


Chris 

Atkinson 

Age: 23 Calgary 

A: The tax cuts 
that have been 
proposed will be 
a large benefit to 
lower and mid¬ 
dle income fami¬ 
lies. 


Kaley 

Kennedy 

Federation of 
Students, Nova 
Scotia 


A: We didn't see 
anything that's 
going to reduce 
student debt or 
reduce tuition 
fees. 


Gregor 

Robertson 

Vancouver 

Mayor 

A: We were real¬ 
ly hoping for so¬ 
cial-housing in¬ 
vestment to deal 
with our home¬ 
less crisis here. 


Corinne 

McKetiak 

Age: 21 Calgary 


A: I was kind of 
worried they 
would have fan¬ 
cy fixes for every¬ 
thing ... it seems 
smart to give 
back to people 
so that they can 


It’s your turn to tell others what you think. E-mail your thoughts and opinions to: edmontonletters@metronews.ca 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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Ex-IBM exec heads to Apple after legal battle 

A lawsuit involving proprietary- and confidential-information protection that barred for¬ 
mer IBM executive Mark Papermaster from joining Apple has been resolved. Reuters 
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EDITOR: FERMIN DESOUZA, FERMIN.DESOUZA^METRONEWS.CA 

Inflation risk small: Carney 


PAUL MCLEOD 

Metro Canada 


Canada got some good 
economic news for a 
change yesterday at a 
speech in Halifax. 

Mark Carney, governor 
of the Bank of Canada, told 
the Halifax Chamber of 
Commerce that the coun¬ 
try will likely avoid mas¬ 
sive inflation. 

Carney said Canada’s 
banking system is strong 
and the Bank of Canada 
has room to manoeuvre on 
controlling inflation. 

“The bank began cut- 


“Canada faces those 
challenges (of the 
financial crisis) 
from a position of 
strength.” 

Mark Carney 

ting interest rates sooner 
— and has cut deeper — 
than most other central 
banks. With the usual lag, 
these moves will have a 
powerful impact on eco¬ 
nomic activity and infla¬ 
tion.” 

Carney’s outlook was 
downright rosy by recent 


standards. He expects the 
economy to begin recover¬ 
ing later this year. While 
he conceded Canada’s GDP 
will drop a projected 1.2 
per cent in 2009, he ex¬ 
pects a 3.8 per cent re¬ 
bound in 2010. 

In the meantime, Car¬ 
ney said the central bank 
would use its powers to 
keep inflation at two per 
cent per year. 

“While the current fi¬ 
nancial crisis presents 
challenges for policy-mak¬ 
ers and citizens alike, 
Canada faces those chal¬ 
lenges from a position of 
strength,” said Carney. 


Spain Santander sued 



yesterday. Spain’s Santander and its private banking business 
Optimal are being sued in Florida for losses suffered by 
customers with investments in products affected by the Madoff 
scandal, Spanish lawyers said. 


Business in brief 


Ottawa cuts 
tax, boosts 
credit access 


Canada 2009 

Federal 

Budget 


BUDGET Business groups 
applauded measures in 
the proposed federal budg¬ 
et to increase access to 
credit and cut taxes. 

Finance Minister Jim Fla¬ 
herty pledged to make up 
to $200 billion in liquidity 
and financing available to 
Canadian businesses 
through a variety of 
government measures. 

Under the plan, Ottawa 
would provide businesses 
with access to additional 
financing of $13 billion 
through financial Crown 
corporations. 

Agencies such as the Ex¬ 
port Development Corp. 
and the Business Develop¬ 
ment Bank of Canada 
would have greater lend¬ 
ing powers. 

A portion of these funds, 
about $5 billion, will be 
provided through the new 
business credit availability 
program. 

The government also 
plans to increase the maxi¬ 
mum eligible loan amount 
a small business can 
access under the Canada 
small business financing 
program for loans made 
after March 31. The 
current limit will be raised 
to $350,000 from $250,000 
and to $500,000 for loans 
made for acquiring prop¬ 
erty. 

The government said 
these changes are expect¬ 
ed to result in more than 
$300 million in additional 
lending, torstar news service 


PAY A group of about 160 
workers recently laid off by 
Nortel Networks Corp. has 
asked the company to restore 
the severance payouts it has 
suspended as it restructures 
under court protection. 

EARNINGS Helped by strong 
sales in Quebec and improved 
performance in Ontario 
outlets, grocer Metro Inc. 
reported a quarterly profit of 
$81.1 million, or 76 cents a 


share, up from $73.8 million, 
or 54 cents a share, a year earli¬ 
er. Analysts had expected earn¬ 
ings of just 64 cents a share. 

EARNINGS Hershey Co. posted 
higher-than-expected quarterly 
profits of $82.2 million, up 
from $54.3 million a year earli¬ 
er, as it lifted sales of its name¬ 
sake candy and Reese's brand 
through increased marketing. 
Sales rose 2.6 per cent to $1.38 

billion. REUTERS 
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• Unlimited Local Calling 

PLUS 

• Caller ID Block 

• Comwave Enhanced 911 

• Free Comwave to Com¬ 
wave calls worldwide! 
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U.S. steel shines but industry demand dull 

U.S. Steel Corp. posted a more than eight-fold jump in quarterly profits at $308 million US, but joined some of its rivals in 
forecasting a weak first quarter as customers draw on their own inventories rather than order new supplies. Reuters 


White House goes digital 


What’s off limits 


Britain offers auto aid 


U.S. President Barack Oba¬ 
ma plans to use cutting- 
edge Internet tools to 
make the government 
more responsive, but he’ll 
have to overcome creaky 
equipment, cumbersome 
regulations and potential 
embarrassment. 

Just ask Colleen Graffy, 
the Bush administration 
official whose Twitter 
posts about duty-free shop¬ 
ping and rented swimsuits 
during a State Department 
trip to Iceland drew wide¬ 
spread ridicule last month. 

“This is why diplomats 
stay off the record and bor¬ 
ing,” Graffy said in a later 
Twitter post. 

Chatty diplomats will be 
only one of worries Oba¬ 
ma’s administration as it 
tries to drag the massive 
federal bureaucracy into 


the 21st century. 

Along with clunky com¬ 
puters and outdated rules, 
there is the obvious chal¬ 
lenge of maintaining presi¬ 
dential dignity in the face 
of an often unruly online 
discourse. 

Obama’s first week in 
the White House gave a 
taste of the difficulties to 
come. 

The administration un¬ 
veiled a sleek new website 
the moment Obama be¬ 
came president, then 
failed to update it for days. 

Staffers settling in to the 
White House found their 
web browsers filtered and 
their online chat software 
disabled. Even Obama 
himself battled to hold on 
to his beloved BlackBerry 
email device because of 
hacking concerns. 


Administrators who delete 
inappropriate comments on 
government websites might 
run afoul of the Constitution's 
First Amendment, which guar¬ 
antees freedom of speech. 

• Federal contracting rules de¬ 
signed to ensure fairness 
could delay software upgrades 
and other improvements. 

Online video could be ham¬ 
pered by a 1973 law that re¬ 
quires the government to pro¬ 
vide real-time access, such as 
closed captioning, for disabled 
users. 

A 2000 privacy rule that pro- 

On Monday, White 
House email went down. 

White House staff, ac¬ 
customed during the cam¬ 
paign to using the latest 


hibits government websites 
from collecting and saving 
users' personal information 
limits their ability to customize 
content for individual visitors. 

A 1978 law requires most 
White House communications 
to be archived, leading the 
Obama White House to block 
instant messaging. 

Government websites must 
link to outside sites carefully, 
to prevent the appearance of 
an endorsement. That would 
limit the use of outside sites 
like Facebook, used heavily 
during the election campaign. 

communications tools to 
rally supporters, are likely 
to find their hands tied by 
some regulations, experts 

say. REUTERS 


BAILOUT Britain came to 
the aid of its struggling car 
industry yesterday, an¬ 
nouncing it will guarantee 
up to 2.3 billion pounds 
($4 billion US) of loans to 
help it cope with a slump 
in demand. 

The government will 
guarantee up to 1.3 billion 
pounds of auto industry 
loans from the European 
Investment Bank and guar¬ 
antee a further one billion 
pounds of loans to fund in¬ 
vestments that are ineligi¬ 
ble for support from the 
European lender. Business 
Secretary Peter Mandelson 
told parliament. 

Mandelson said Britain 
had some of the world’s 
most productive car plants 
and the government was 
not offering a blank 
cheque or operating subsi¬ 
dies. 


''Britain needs an 
economy with less 
financial engineer¬ 
ing and more real 
engineering.” 

Peter Mandelson 

“For the future, Britain 
needs an economy with 
less financial engineering 
and more real engineer¬ 
ing,” Mandelson said, in a 
reference to the complex 
financial products that 
have laid low many banks. 

Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown’s spokesman said 
earlier that the British 
package would use funds 
set aside in November’s 
pre-budget report for spe¬ 
cific sector interventions, 
providing liquidity and 
short term credit, reuters 


JANITORIAL REQUIRED 

Workers required for 
a cleaning company. 
Variable shifts. Good 
salary with benefits 

FAX RESUME TO 

780 665 2785 



NbTM-LAWN 

Ecology Friendly Lawn Care 

In Edmonton, A Division of GreenLawn 


OUTBOUND TELEPHONE AND 
NEIGHBOURHOOD SALES REPS 


Hourly Wage: $15.75+ 

Fax your resume to 
780-436-0474^ Email: 
careers@nutrilawnedmonton.ca 


NEED A MORTGAGE 


0 





Call Kelly 
Parkinson 
for all your 
Mortgage 
Needs! 


Experience 



CORPORATE TRAVEL COUNSELLOR 

Join Alberta's Best Travel Team! 



As a Corporate Travel Counsellor you will be responsible for business 
clients' needs to provide corporate travel solutions through the delivery of 
appropriate products and services. 

We are committed to your career growth and success with; 


• In house training & 
education programs 

• Competitive salaries and 
bonus programs 

• Rewards for performance 
& service excellence 


• 3 weeks vacation to start 

• Flexible benefits and incentives 

• Career growth & advancement 
opportunities 

• 18 locations & over 800,000 
members to serve 


Qualified applicants should submit their resume to: 

Joan Petersen, Manager, AMA Travel 
Fax: 780-474-8762 
Email: joan.petersen@ama.ab.ca 

We thank all applicants for their interest. Only applicants with the specified qualifications will be contacted. 


ALBERTA MOTOR ASSOCIATION 


A man looks at a Honda vehicle parked at the Honda Motor Co. company headquarters in Tokyo 
yesterday. Honda, Japan's second-biggest carmaker, announced further production cuts in North 
America and Japan as the industry struggles with weak demand in a brutal economic downturn. 


GE, lawyer settle discrimination suit 


LEGAL General Electric Co. 
and one of its former attor¬ 
neys have settled a 2007 
lawsuit accusing the U.S. 
conglomerate of gender 
discrimination. 

The complainant, Lor- 
ene Schaefer, who had 
served as general counsel 
of GE Transportation, said 


the terms of the settle¬ 
ment were confidential. 

GE spokesman Gaiy Shef- 
fer confirmed that the suit 
had been settled but de¬ 
clined to comment further. 

In her suit, filed in May 
2007, Schaefer alleged that 
the Connecticut-based 
company systematically 


underpaid and underpro¬ 
moted women employees. 

Her suit had sought $500 
million in damages for a 
class of 1,500 to 1,700 GE 
women executives and 
lawyers. Schaefer had 
worked at GE for 13 years 
prior to filing her suit. 

REUTERS 



Then you should review your strategy. 

For a second look by a seasoned 
professional, contact: 

JOEL DAVID, FCSI, LL.B, TEP, INVESTMENT 
ADVISOR, CISC Wood Gundy at 
(780) 970-5345 or joel.david@cibc.ca 
or visit joelcdavid.com. 


CIBG Wood Gundy is a division nf GIBC World Markets Inc.,^ 

\ \M ^ r" .rJ a subsidiary of CIBC and Member CIPF. If you are currently a 
Wood CjUndy CIBG wood Gundy client, please Gontaot your investment Advisor. 


n brief 


SURVEY Only 22 per cent of 
Americans trust the financial 
system, and just 12 per cent 
trust the stock market, accord¬ 
ing to the first Financial Trust 
Index survey. Though most of 
the 1,000 respondents 
favoured government interven¬ 
tion in financial markets, 8 o 
per cent said the way the U.S. 
government had intervened 
had undermined their confi¬ 
dence in the market, reuters 
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MLS commissioner chimes in on Beckham 

Major League Soccer isn't prepared to wave goodbye to David Beckham just yet, but would be willing to discuss the future of 
the former English captain with Italian club AC Milan, commissioner Don Garber said in Ottawa yesterday, metro news services 
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Sports 


Heat forces Djokovic out 

The Melbourne heat forced Novak Djokovic to throw in the towel 
during his Australian Open quarter-final match against Andy Roddick 
yesterday. The third-ranked Serb looked increasingly woozy and had 
L to give up while trailing 6-7 ( 3 )» 6 - 4 » 6-2,2-1, allowing Roddick to 
^ claim a spot in the semifinals against Roger Federer. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


SPORTS^METRONEWS.CA 


Even split on 
fighting issue 

NHL A slight majority of 
Canadians believe NHL 
hockey fights should be 
banished for good, accord¬ 
ing to a new Canadian 
Press-Harris-Decima poll. 

The survey, conducted 
during NHL all-star week¬ 
end, shows 54 per cent of 
respondents think fighting 
should be eliminated. The 
poll suggests only 40 per 
cent of Canadians believe 
fighting should continue to 
be allowed. 

Quebecers — at 62 per 
cent — oppose fighting far 
more than residents of any 
other region in Canada. 

Still, 68 per cent of 
hardcore NHL fans who 
follow the league closely 
say the gloves should con¬ 
tinue to drop. 

The NHL plans to official¬ 
ly examine the role of 
fighting in the league dur¬ 
ing the GMs’ meeting in 
March, metro news services 


Buffalo stampedes Oilers 


NHL RESULT 


Sabres 10 Oilers 2 



THE SKINNY: The Sabres 
got goals from Drew Stafford 
and Nathan Paetsch in the 
first 71 seconds, then made it 
3-0 on the eventual winner by 
Derek Roy before the game 
was 11 minutes old and it was 
thanks for coming for the Oil¬ 
ers, who absorbed the most 
lopsided home loss in 
franchise history. 


THE QUOTE: “It was one of 
those games where it was 
kind of all going our way," said 
Stafford, who had three goals. 


THE BIG PLAY: The Oilers 
cut it to 4-1 on a power-play 



Buffalo's Derek Roy, Tim Connolly, Toni Lydman, Thomas Vanek and Jason Pominville celebrate a 
goal against Edmonton's Jeff Drouin-Deslauriers last night. 


goal by Erik Cole at 13:23 of 
the second period, but Tim 
Connolly made it 5-1 on a Buf¬ 
falo power play 56 seconds lat¬ 
er to quell any thoughts of a 
comeback. 


LONG WAIT FOR JDD: Be 

fore taking over for Dwayne 


Roloson, who allowed three 
goals on eight shots, Jeff 
Drouin-Deslauriers hadn't 
played for the Oilers since 
Nov. 30. Deslauriers allowed 
seven goals on 28 shots. 


SAM SITS: The ankle injury 
that's nagged Sam Gagner 


could keep him out of action 
for up to two weeks. The ankle 
didn't respond to rest over the 
all-star break. 


THE NEXT GAME: The Oil 

ers host the Wild Friday. 

ROBIN BROWNLEE 
/FOR METRO EDMONTON 


Sports in brief 


NHL Forward Matt Cooke of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins has been 
suspended for two games for 
hitting Carolina Hurricanes for¬ 
ward Scott Walker in the head 
during a game last week. Cooke 
was assessed a minor penalty 
for interference against Walker, 
who left the ice and did not re¬ 
turn to the game. Cooke will 
miss games against the New 
York Rangers tonight and the 
New Jersey Devils Friday night. 
He'll be eligible to return Satur¬ 
day for a game against the 
Maple Leafs in Toronto. 


NFL A Philadelphia man shot 
with a gun owned by Colts 
receiver Marvin Harrison is 
headed to trial Wednesday, 
accused of lying to police. 
Dwight Dixon is due in Philadel¬ 
phia municipal court on three 
charges of making false sworn 
statements, according to court 
records. metro news services 


For more sports coverage, 
visit us online at 
www.metronews.ca/sports 


A Super Bowl cakewalk for Steelers? 


NFL 


Super Bowl 

XLIII 


am a football addict and 
have not missed a Super 
Bowl game. Never. 1 have, 
1 confess, witnessed 
eveiy single second of all 
42 Super Bowls—whether as 
a tot in my parents’ family 
room, at Mends’ parties, in 
the stands of the stadiums 
where some of the games 
were played, working in the 
press box at several, in a row¬ 
dy establishment slouching 
over a table with beer, or 
alone with popcorn in the 
privacy of my den. 

And, naturally. I’ll watch 
the 43rd Super Bowl some¬ 
where this Simday, when the 
Pittsburgh Steelers and Ari¬ 
zona Cardinals clash helmets. 

I’m not especially jazzed 
up about this one, however, 
and 1 know I’m not alone. 

Last year in Arizona, when 
the heavily-favoured New 
England PaMots were sup¬ 
posed to shred the New York 
Giants in the 42nd Super 
Bowl, scalpers exploited over¬ 
whelming fan interest and 
sold tickets for beyond 
$10,000 apiece. This week. 
I’m told, you can buy the 
finest Super Bowl seat in the 
house in Tampa Bay for less 
than $3,000. 

The recession is partly re 
sponsible, unquestionably, 
but there’s general apathy. 


too, as many football fanatics 
fear a major mismatch. 

Oh, 1 know that’s what 
folks said last year, before the 
Pats and the Giants met. New 
England, though, created a 
buzz because of the imdefeat- 
ed/historical season it aimed 
to record. And then the Gi¬ 
ants went and upset them. 
And, sure, the Cards could de¬ 
fy logic as seven-point imder- 
dogs and could pull off anoth¬ 
er miracle Simday. 

They could, but they won’t. 
Consider: 

• Team histories: Pitts¬ 
burgh has a rich, winning tra¬ 
dition and can gamer a 
record sixth Super Bowl victo¬ 
ry Simday. “1 knew when 1 got 
drafted I’d be in the playoff 
hunt eveiy year,” Pittsburgh 



defensive end Brett Keisel 
said. “We ooze success.” Ari¬ 
zona, meanwhile, has never 
been in a Super Bowl and has 
qualified for the playoffs only 
three times since 1976. 

• Defences: No Super Bowl 
team had permitted more 
than 360 points in a season 
until these Cards, who 
coughed up 426. Pittsburgh 
gave up 223 points and led 



IR BOWL 


Steelers quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger answers ques¬ 
tions during Super Bowl me¬ 
dia day in Tampa yesterday. 

the NFL in fewest yards al¬ 
lowed. 

• Regular-season scores: 
The most points Pittsburgh 
surrendered in a game this 
season were 21 — in a 26-21 
Mumph. Arizona was beaten 
twice by 21 points, once by 28 
and once by 40. No previous 
Super Bowl team lost a game 
by 21 or more points in the 
regular schedule. 

You get the picture. This 
could be one of those not-so- 
classic Super Bowl routs. 

Like: Pittsburgh 28, Ari¬ 
zona 9. Yep, that bad. Regard¬ 
less, I’ll watch eveiy second. 
Don’t plan to snap my streak 
just yet. 


Marty York has been a groundbreaking 
sports columnist and broadcaster 
in Canada for decades. 



Tenthouse in VictoriaTark ^ower 


This Lovely Condo is Ready To Move In To!! Quick Possession is Possible! 
This Suite has been Freshly Painted, Recently Re-Carpeted and Light Fixtures 
Replaced. 2 Full Bedrooms and 1.5 Baths. Located for Downtown Living and 
Close to Nature Trails and The Victoria Golf Course. All Utilities are Included 
in the Condo Fee and there is Underground Parking. 

■ Incredible Views of Downtown & the River Valley 

■ This Corner Unit is Quiet & Bright 

■ Newly Renovated 

■ Wonderful Large Windows in the Living Room & Dining Room 

■ The Living Room & Dining Room are Open to Each Other 

■ Nice White Appliances in the Kitchen 

■ Rooftop Social Room & Patio 

■ Indoor Pool & Exercise Room in the Building 

9835- 113 Street | Only $499,900 



Murray Click, Realtor | 780.990.4313 (direct) 


For all your real estate needs, call today! 

Virtual Tours on My Listings. 
Remember...Service is the Key! 
murray@murrayglick. com 
WWW. MurrayGlick. com 
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Metro Drive 


Taking Dakar on diesel 

Volkswagen has become the first automobile manufacturer 
to win the Dakar Rally with a diesel-powered vehicle, with 
its Race Touareg TDIs taking first and second place, Canadi¬ 
an Driver reports. The prestigious endurance race took place 
in Argentina and Chile. metro mews services 


EDITOR: KUMAR SAHA, KUMAR.SAHA^METRONEWS.CA 



David Morris 
Fine Cars Ltd. 


7804849000 

PLEASE ASK FOR DEAN OR IAN 


17407 - 111 Ave, Edmonton 
desmail@dmfc.ca 


Mercedes-Benz 


Think beyond family car 

Canadian, American inspirations behind Toyota Venza 


JIM ROBINSON 

for Metro Canada 


Toyota calls the 2009 Ven¬ 
za the most North Ameri¬ 
can car it has ever built. 

And in the next breath 
officials also call it one of 
the most important cars in 
the company’s history. 

Well, when you already 
have Corolla, Camry and 
Matrix, then a lot has to be 
riding on this next vehicle. 

At the launch of the 2009 
Venza in the hills of Penn¬ 
sylvania, Toyota opened the 
presentation by declaring 
the Venza as a whole new 
kind of family car that isn’t 
really a family car. It’s hard 
to put a label on Venza. It 
blurs the line between sta- 


2009 Toyota Venza 


Type: Five-passenger wagon 
Price: Not available 
Engine: 2.7-litre, four- 
cylinder, 16-valve DOHC; 3.5- 
litre DOHCV 6 
HP: 182-268 


Highlights 

• Slick looks 

• Lots of room 

tion wagon, crossover and 
luxuiy car. About the closest 
thing to it in concept is the 
Mercedes-Benz R-Class. 
With a price said to start at 
under $30,000, I guess you 
could think of it as R-Class 
light. 

This is the first Toyota ve¬ 
hicle specifically aimed at 


North Americans, designed 
in California and built in 
Kentucky. Canadians were 
the inspiration for the side 
rocker panels that are cov¬ 
ered by the door panel to 
keep out slush and snow. 
Because the rockers are at 
nearly the level of the floor, 
there is no step over to get 
in. So when you get in and 
out in the winter, and your 
pant legs brush the sill, they 
won’t get wet or muddy. 

With a length of 4.8 m, 
the wheelbase is a full 2,775 
mm larger, which makes 
for sizeable passenger vol¬ 
ume. 

The bonus is Venza looks 
veiy slick. By adding in 19- 
and 20-inch alloy wheels on 
the four-cylinder and V6 
models respectively, the 


Venza comes across as a 
concept car that made it to 
the street. 

The interior is outstanding 
in its little details. There is a 
power point on the transmis¬ 
sion wall with a cubbie just 
below for the front passen¬ 
ger. The 60/40 rear seat has a 
one-touch fold-down lever. 
That is in addition to remote 
back seat releases grafted in¬ 
to each rear cargo wall. The 
back seats recline for extra 
comfort. 


carguidemagazine.com 


For the latest road 
tests, vehicle evalua¬ 
tions and more, visit: 
carguidemagazine.com 




INSURANCE 

MYTH#1: 


lnsuranceHotline.com 


ALL Car Insurance Policies Cost About The Same 


Your Search Engine for the 
Lowest Insurance Rates 


TRUTH: 

The rates charged by different 
insurance companies to insure the same 
driver, with the same car, for the same 
coverage, can vary by hundreds and 
even thousands of dollars. Take a look 
at the table below: 

Why Do Rates Differ? 

If insurance companies all ask the same questions, and sett 
the same basic policy, why do their rates vary so much? 

Part of the reason is that each insurance company uses its 
own claims experience (how much money that company has 
paid out in claims in a given timeframe) in the marketplace 


RATE COMPARISON 

Driving 

Record 

Lowest 

Price 

Highest 

Price 

Price 

Difference 

Clean Record 

$958 

$2,213 

$1,255 1 

1 Ticket 

$1,018 

$2,552 

$ 1,534 1 

1 Accident 

$1,849 

$3,753 

$1,904 1 


as a key factor in determining the rates charged. Another 
major factor is your individual profile, which is made up of 
things Like your residence or city, your age, the type of car, 
number of claims and tickets and annual mileage driven. 

The combination of these and other factors determines 
what insurance rate or premium is charged. 

The key is to figure out which insurance company can offer you 
the best rate based on att factors. Chances are you are 
not currently insured with the company that offers the best 
rate for your driving profile. But finding the best rate on your 
own can be time consuming. This is where lnsuranceHotLine.com 
can help. 

WeTl Tell You If You’re Overpaying! 

lnsuranceHotLine.com offers an independent, unbiased 
rate comparison from over 30 top insurance companies 
in Canada to find you the Lowest rate for your profile and 



then connects you with a broker or agent to seat the deal. 

It’s fast, safe and FREE. 

What Are You Waiting For? 

There are thousands of people just Like you who are saving 
hundreds to thousands of doLLars everyday on their car 
insurance using lnsuranceHotLine.com. 
lnsuranceHotLine.com gets quotes from over 30 of the top car 
insurance companies in Canada and presents the Lowest 3 and 
matches you up with a broker or agent who can setup your 
policy. The service is fast, safe and FREE. 

There is never any obligation. You decide if you want to 
work with the broker or agent. So if you are keen to save 
big on car insurance, why not go online and give 
lnsuranceHotLine.com a try? 


lnsuranceHotline.com finds this rate for drivers! 

$5,000 

$4,000 

$3,000 

$2,000 

$1,000 










r 









For the 3 lowest rates from over 30 major Insurance Companies, go online to lnsuranceHotline.com 
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Play a few rounds in Florida 

Scratch golfers and hackers alike will ace their next Florida golf outing with help from golf.visitflorida.com, a new site 
that pulls together information from public, private, semi-private and resort courses across the state, visitflorida.com 
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Family ski deal 


Fairmont Hot Springs Resort in Fairmont, B.C. has launched a Family Learn 
to Ski Package that combines ski lessons, a snowshoe chocolate fondue, 
soaking in its natural mineral hot springs and more. The package is suited 
to a family of four (two adults and two youth or children) that’s new to 
skiing or boarding and wants to enjoy a worry-free learning experience. 
Visit fairmonthotsprings.com. metro news services 


TRAVELDESK^METRONEWS.CA 


Sampling a surprising snack 


A traveller who 
makes a point 
of eating local 
delicacies may 
have finally 
met her match 



TheTravelJ 


B alut is a nutrient- 
rich snack, an ex¬ 
otic delicacy and a 
challenge that 
could unsettle 
even the most daring of 
Fear Factor contestants. 

It’s a dish widely enjoyed 
in the Philippines and oth¬ 
er parts of South East Asia 
and at first glance, it seems 
a lot like a hard-boiled egg. 
The only difference is that 
when you inspect the con¬ 
tents, you find the yolk is 
actually an 18-day-old fer¬ 
tilized duck embryo. 

Balut has been described 
as a snack that’s as com¬ 
mon in Filipino culture as 
hot dogs are in the U.S. It’s 
most commonly eaten in 
the early evening with lots 
of salt and a nice cold beer. 

On the streets of Manila, 
you’ll find vendors on 
eveiy corner selling warm 
eggs to hungry passer shy. 
Just crack the egg open, 
peel the shell and add a 
pinch of sodium. Some eat 
the snack with a fork, 
though the usual way to 
scarf it down is with your 
bare hands. 



Andy Condo, owner of a balut factory just outside of Manila, poses with bottles of preserved balut. 


Balut is valued as a good 
calcium hit, a cheap source 
of protein and a potent 
aphrodisiac. Countless 
people also love the taste, 
but to the uninitiated, the 
experience can seem not 
so much gourmet as just 
plain gross. 

The U.S.-based satirical 
site Cracked.com voted ba¬ 
lut one of the “most terri¬ 
fying foods in the world,” 
and relates that balut is en¬ 
joyed in Cambodia, the 
Philippines and the fifth 
and seventh levels of hell. 

When travelling, 1 like to 
keep an open mind and eat 
as the locals do, even if 
that means taking culinary 
challenges to the extreme. 
So 1 head to Pateros — a 
district 20 minutes outside 
of central Manila that’s 
known as the balut capital 
of the Philippines — to try 
the thing for myself 

1 visit a locally-owned ba¬ 
lut factory where they 
process about 80,000 eggs 
a week. Half are sold as ba¬ 
lut and the other half as 
salted eggs. 


The owner, Andy Concio, 
takes me through the fac¬ 
tory and explains that 
thousands of eggs are incu¬ 
bated in wooden chambers 
and heated at just the right 
temperature. The process 
of fertilization is regularly 
monitored using a device 
that looks 
like a pin¬ 
hole camera. 

He puts an 
egg under 
the light of a 
naked bulb 
and inspects 
it carefully. 

“The dark 
shape slosh¬ 
ing around 
in the egg means the em¬ 
bryo is forming,” he says. 
“If the light doesn’t show 
the veiny liquid, the egg is 
infertile and cannot be 
used for balut.” 

Concio claims to be the 
first to preserve the prod¬ 
uct and export it as a non- 
perishable food item. His 
main customers are Fil¬ 
ipino migrant workers liv¬ 
ing and working in Dubai, 


but his base is growing. 

He plans to ship the 
product to the U.S., mak¬ 
ing it available to millions 
of South Asian ex-pats who 
miss their salty snack. 

So what does balut taste 
like? 1 pick at an eggshell, 
then take a shot of the fluid 
inside. The liq¬ 
uid is warm 
and tastes like 
green tea. But 
the rest of the 
contents are 
not so sooth¬ 
ing. They re¬ 
mind me of 
diy, mealy 
turkey, the 
sort that’s 
been hanging around much 
too long after Thanksgiving 
dinner. 

I’m happy 1 tried balut — 
and plan to keep tiying lo¬ 
cal dishes wherever 1 go — 
but 1 still feel a bit tongue- 
traumatized. And 1 may 
never be able to look at an 
egg the same way again. 


Julia Dimon is co-host of Word Travels, airing 
Sundays at 8:30 p.m. on OLN; juliadimon.com. 


Word Travels 


• Catch the second season of 
Word Travels, a documen¬ 
tary series that follows the 
real-life adventures of travel 
writers Julia Dimon and 
Robin Esrock. It airs Sundays 
at 6:30 p.m. on OLN, with a 
repeat at 930 p.m. 


Grounded In-flight service at zero altitude 



Waitresses dressed as flight attendants inside the A380 In-flight 
Kitchen, a Taipei restaurant named after the giant Airbus airliner. 


Costa Rica on a Shoestring 

8 Day Tour from $429 

Discover the wildlife and beaches of Costa Rica as you 
visit San Jose, Tortuguero National Park and more! 

Does not include airfare, transfers, most meals, and local payment of US$200. Terms 
and conditions may apply. Ask us for details 

UofA, HUB Mall 780-492-2756 

8103 -104 Street 780-439-3096 

www.iheadventuretravelcompany.com 




ADVENTURE TRAVEL 




COMPANY 



globaltesoi.ra 


ADVENTURE! 

Teach English Overseas 

TESOL Certified in 5 -Days 
In-Class or Online NO DEGREE REQUIRED! 

1 - 888 - 270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar Every Tuesday @ 7pm 

Job Guaranteed 

10037B-82Ave. 


M 


r £ S 0 L 


KOKOMO BEACH TANNING & ESTHETICS 


Mention Metro 

and receive 25 
FREE laydown 
Tanning Minutes 

(FIRST TIME CLIENTS ONLY) 

5521 - 137th Ave 



(NEXT TO BOSTON PIZZA) 

780.456.3530 

www.kokomobeachtanning.com 




Designer Skin 


TanniriG... look good. FeeL GReoTi 



Kids % FREE to the DISNEYLAND Resortf 


Disneyland Resort Park Hopper Bonus Ticket - Everyone Plays for Kids Price! 


• Air fare from 
Edmonton and 
3 nights hotel 
starting from 

$282 

Based on family of 4 


• Fun Sun Vocations 
also offers FREE 
Mickey Mouse Ears 
when staying at select 
Anaheim properties! 


FREE Magic Morning 
with purchase of a 
Disneyland Resort Park 
Hopper Bonus Ticket 

Terms & Conditions: 

Rate based on Apr 22-25/09 
travel. Subject to change and 
availability. Restrictions apply. 


“Where dreams come true 




Contact your Travel Agent for complete details and book your Dream Vocation today! 


NICKY LOH/REUTERS 
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McCartney to headline yogic flying benefit 

Paul McCartney is going to headline a concert to raise money for yogic flying. Film director David Lynch is organizing the benefit in New York on April 4 — 
which will also star Moby, Sheryl Crow, and Eddie Vedder — and is determined to raise money to teach the technique to school children, femaletfirst.co.uk 


Entertainment 



New Heights 


Jennifer Lopez is reported to be 
starring in a Broadway musical. 
The singer-and-actress is consid¬ 
ering a role in the New York the¬ 
atre production of In the 
Heights. femaletfirst.co.uk 


EDITOR: DEAN LISK, DEAN.LISK^METRONEWS.CA 






YOU COULD 


A DOUBLE PASS TO SEE AN 
ADVANCE SCREENING OF 


CHRIS EVANS 


DAKOTA FANNING 


CAMILLA BELL^^nd DJIMON HOUNSOU 


No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age, 
excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes January 28, 2009. Odds of winning depend on number 
of entries received. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 


Do it daily. 


Milk among 
GLAAD nominees 

AWARDS Best picture Oscar 
nominee Milk picked up 
another award nod yester¬ 
day as the Gay & Lesbian Al¬ 
liance Against Defamation 
announced nominations 
for its 20th annual GLAAD 
Media Awards. 

Milk, from Focus 
Features, the specialty divi¬ 
sion of Universal Pictures, 
was included in GLAAD’s 
outstanding film in wide re¬ 
lease category. It will com¬ 
pete with Miramax’s 
Brideshead Revisited, 
Golumbia’s Nick and 
Norah’s Infinite Playlist, 
Warner Bros.’ RocknRolla 
and the Weinstein Go.’s 
Vicky Gristina Barcelona. 

REUTERS 


VISIT METRONEWS.CA AND ENTER 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 


Runway blunder 


Camille Prins, right, was sent home on Project Runway Canada 
last night. The Judges didn’t like her camouflage dress, left. 


Prins says she has wanted 
to be involved with the 
show since the first season, 
so being on the show was a 
dream come true. 

Now that she’s off the 
show Prins will go back to 
running her Dutch Blonde 
women’s clothing line 
(dutchblonde.ca) and she 
hopes to branch out into 


menswear and children’s 
apparel soon. 

While Prins’ experience 
on Project Runway Ganada 
was a positive one, she says 
it’s hard not to feel disap¬ 
pointed. “1 was really look¬ 
ing forward to doing some 
more of the challenges just 
to push myself to see what 1 
could do.” 


RAFAEL BRUSILOW 

for Metro Canada 


Camille Prins went on 
Project Runway Canada to 
follow her design dreams, 
but a frumpy camouflage 
dress got her sent home in 
this season’s first episode. 

On the season premiere 
last night, designers were 
tasked with creating a win¬ 
ning dress — using camou¬ 
flage material — to be dis¬ 
played in the Ganadian 
War Museum. 

Prins, a 28-year-old 
Toronto native, tried to cap¬ 
ture the spirit of a jungle 


vixen with her dress but 
the judges felt it just made 
the model look dirty and 
unkempt. One judge said it 
was actually painful to look 
at, sealing Prins’ fate. 

On the show, Prins said 
her most powerful asset 
was her positivity and she 
remains true to form de¬ 
spite being ousted. “The 
show was actually a really 
fun, positive experience. 1 
feel like it has already 
opened a lot of doors.” 

Prins had only kind 
words for the other design¬ 
ers and says most of them 
bonded because of similar 
goals and personalities. 


Previously, two contest¬ 
ants voluntarily withdrew 
from the competition in 
dramatic exits due to 
health issues. Jacl 3 m Mur¬ 
ray, 26, from Winnipeg, 
Man., suffered an anxiety 
attack during the first chal¬ 
lenge and had to be hospi¬ 
talized, choosing to with¬ 
draw shortly thereafter. 

Danio Frangella, 33, from 
LaSalle, Ont., left the show 
after developing painful 
skin ulcers, a side-effect 
from a bout with cancer. 

For Prins, the experience 
of being on the show was a 
lot tamer and a lot less in¬ 
timidating than she had ex¬ 
pected. 

“1 expected it to be a hun¬ 
dred times crazier. Even 
when 1 was sleeping 1 was 
expecting a camera crew to 
rush in. But you’re too busy 
to even notice that the cam¬ 
eras are there,” she said. 
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IS FOR Impostors - that look just like you 
But live in a world too good to be true. 
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IN THEATRES FEBRUARY 6 

EXPERIENCE IT IN reaLg)3D IN SELECT THEATRES 


Go to l r tr]I tell us the page 
you found this letter on for your chance to win 
1 of 30 Coraline Prize Packs! 


metr^ 


Do it daily. 


No purchase necessary. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age, excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes January, 30th 2009. 

Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. Winners will be required to answer a skill testing question. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca 
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Dancing shoes 

Donny Osmond has let it slip that he is about to step into his sister Marie's shoes — her dancing shoes. Osmond made 
the remark that he would appear on Dancing with the Stars during a taping of The Bonnie Hunt Show, people.com 


The next generation of 
TV viewers: Old people 


entertainment 13 

ABC announces 
connedic lineup 

NETWORKS ABC has an- in the sea- 
nounced the creation of a son. ABC al- 


I nte lie Vision 


Rick 

McGinnis ^ 

y 

rick.mcginnisGmetron 

ews.ca 


TIME TO PANIC: We’ve 
passed the midpoint of the 
traditional TV season, and 
while the networks can 
conceal their growing anxi¬ 
ety behind the smoke¬ 
screen of economic bad 
news, the fact is that things 
haven’t gone well, and now 
is the last moment for fix¬ 
ing it. 

As long as the 18-49 de¬ 
mographic is still consid¬ 
ered a mix of the football 
team, the cheerleading 
squad and the rich kid who 
lets you drive his BMW, 
there’s no consolation to be 
had from news that three 
of the four U.S. networks 
have lost a considerable 
chunk of these viewers — a 
12-per-cent drop from last 
year’s numbers for ABC and 
NBC, and 14 per cent loss 
for Fox, according to a New 
York Times stoiy. 


n brief 


REMAKE The saga of Bonnie 
and Clyde is headed for anoth¬ 
er film telling, with Hilary Duff 
and Kevin Zegersin 
negotiations to play the infa¬ 
mous 1930 s bank robbers. 

REDUX ABC is flashing the V 
sign. The network has ordered 
a pilot for a reimagining of the 
1980 s miniseries about an 
alien invasion. The new V will 
centre on a female Homeland 
Security agent. Reuters 


GiobaiStyl 



See complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and purchase tickets at 
metronews.ca/movies 



fob At Homi 

$487.68 Weekly. 

Mail Work, Assemble Products 
or Computer Work. 
www.TopJobAlberta.com 
Or Write to: CHR Jobs 
900 Greenbank Road 
Suite #415*#916-MC1 
k Ottawa ON, K2J 4P6 J 


Only CBS is weathering 
to demographic exodus, 
gaining in overall audience 
and only losing 3 per cent 
of the 18-49ers, but it has to 
be remembered that CBS — 
home of procedurals like 
Cold Case, Without a Trace, 
NCIS and the CSl franchise, 
reality stalwarts Survivor, 
Big Brother and The Amaz¬ 
ing Race and top sitcom 
Two And A Half Men — is 
generally considered the 
house network for the Ro- 
gaine generation. 

No one who knows the 
difference between The 
Shins and The Mars Volta 
watches CBS to begin with, 
and if youngsters keep 
abandoning the networks, 
we may finally see the 
emergence of a new con¬ 
sensus among marketing 
types that young people — 
probably the most likely to 
see their disposable income 
evaporate if the economic 
downturn continues — 
aren’t the holy grail of audi¬ 
ences anymore. 

It may already be hap- 



NBC is filling ER's soon-to-be- 
vacant slot with Southland, a 
cop show set in L.A., at least 
until Jay Leno can take over 
next season. 

pening. The Times piece 
notes that network strate¬ 
gies aren’t looking that au¬ 
dacious — production 
teams with a proven track 
record are behind many of 


the new shows, many of 
which are spin-offs or for¬ 
ays into safe genres like 
procedurals. 

CBS is preparing a spin¬ 
off of NCIS, NBC has put 
Greg Daniels and Michael 
Schur of The Office in 
charge of Amy Poehler’s 
new sitcom, and is filling 
ER’s soon-to-be-vacant slot 
with Southland, a cop show 
set in L.A., at least until Jay 
Leno can take over the 
space next season. 

A few of you might al¬ 
ready have noticed that ads 
for adult incontinence pads 
and cures for male urinaiy 
irregularities have migrat¬ 
ed from cable and late 
night to prime time. Look 
for more of the same, until 
the day when some net¬ 
work realizes that enough 
of their viewers have mem¬ 
ory issues for them to just 
run the same episode of CSl 
every night. 

Rick McGinnis writes about music, 
movies, books and television, 
but not opera. 


Thursday night comedy 
block and has scheduled 
airtimes for two of its mid¬ 
season comedies. 

Starting March 26, the 
network will air single- 
mom comedy In the Moth¬ 
erhood on Thursdays at 8 
p.m. EST and move the 
Christina Applegate-star- 
ring sitcom Samantha 
Who? from Mondays to 
Thursdays at 8:30 p.m. 

The usual occupant of 
that hour. Ugly Betty, will 
take a rare hiatus, then 
will return to the slot later 



so has 
scheduled 
the office 
sitcom Bet¬ 
ter Off Ted, 
which will 
air Wednes¬ 
days at 8:30 Ugly Betty 
p.m. start¬ 
ing March 18 , paired in 
the hour with Scrubs. 

The Thursday move puts 
ABC’s comedy block head- 
to-head with NBC’s My 
Name Is Earl and Kath & 
Kim, which have slipped in 
the ratings. reuters 


y CE) 


THIS WEEK YOU CAN WIN: 



TOJWilRl 


|To enter go to 
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Contest closes on February 3'^^, 2008 at midnight Do it daily. 
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Too Posh to Wash 

Jeans pockets should hold 
handkerchiefs, not substitute for 
them. Tell that to the 23-year- 
old subject of this new episode. 
Using her jeans as tissues is 
the least of her hygiene prob¬ 
lems; she also still has the glue 
on her teeth from the braces 
she ripped off more than a year 
ago — which is also the last 
time she wore a clean bra. Kim 
Woodburn and Aggie MacKen- 
zie swoop in with microbiolo¬ 
gist Derren Ready to give this 
young woman a wake-up call. 
10:30 PM onW 



CSl: NY 

Cliffhanger? More like a bridge 
hanger. Last season ended with 
a bank robber forcing Mac (Gary 
Sinise) at gunpoint to drive onto 
a bridge. In an encore of this 
season’s premiere, Mac wakes 
up in the car, which is now un¬ 
der water. And while we may 
remember how he got there, he 
doesn’t. Melina Kanakaredes, 
Carmine Giovinazzo and Hill 
Harper also star in “Veritas.” 11 
PM on KREM 
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Halliwell gets engaged 

Spice Girl Geri Halliwell is engaged after a whirlwind romance, People magazine has confirmed. The 
redheaded Ginger Spice, 36, is set to wed Italian yacht-company owner Fabrizio Politi, 34* people.com 


Celebrity Buzz 


Amy to visit prison in 
bid to keep hubby 


MARRIAGE Amy Winehouse 
is set to visit her husband 
in prison in a bid to stop 
him from filing for di¬ 
vorce, femalefirst.co.uk re¬ 
ports. 

The Rehab singer — who 
has been romantically 
linked with 21-year-old ac¬ 
tor Josh Bowman and a fit¬ 
ness instructor named An¬ 
drew while holidaying in 
St. Lucia — has applied to 
see Blake Fielder-Civil and 
is set to return to the U.K. 
any day to save their mar¬ 
riage. 

A friend of the 25-year- 
old star said that, “Since he 
began divorce proceedings 
Amy has decided she 
wants to try and work 
things out. 

“She has applied to visit 


Airbrushed teeth 
in Sienna photo 

VANITY Airbrushing is 
nothing new in the 
fashion industry, but have 
you heard of someone’s 
teeth needing to be 
airbrushed? 

Femalefirst.co.uk is report¬ 
ing that was the case for 
Sienna Miller. 

The website says a new 
documentary reveals that 
when the actress was shot 
for the cover of American 
Vogue in 2007 the 
magazine’s editor Anna 
Wintour voiced her 



concerns over 
Sienna’s oral 
health. 


METRO NEWS 


SERVICES 



him in jail in Britain and if 
he accepts she will fly 
back. We will see what his 
priority is. Amy or her 
money.” 

Blake — who is serving a 
27-month sentence for per¬ 
verting the course of jus¬ 
tice and grievous bodily 
harm — is reportedly 
planning to ask for half 
of Winehouse’s for¬ 
tune in a divorce set¬ 
tlement. 

Despite being pho¬ 
tographed frolicking 
with Josh on her 
holiday and reports 
they frequently 
romped, Wine¬ 
house has insisted 
she “still loves” 

Blake. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Affleck admits he wasn’t 
always lucky in love 


DATING Ben Affleck was 
“never very good” at dat¬ 
ing, femalefirst.co.uk re¬ 
ports. 

The 36-year-old actor — 
who had relationships 
with Gwyneth Paltrow and 
Jennifer Lopez before mar¬ 
rying Jennifer Garner — 
admits starring in new 
romantic comedy He’s 
Just Not That Into You 
was a challenge be 
cause he hasn’t always I 
been lucky in love. 

“You’re asking 
me for dating 
advice? 1 can’t 
give any — 
was never very 
good at it, 1 
don’t thinkl 


anyone should follow my 
advice,” he said. 

Ben added he enjoyed 
making the film — which 
tells the stories of several 
young men and women in 
different stages of relation¬ 
ships — because it remind¬ 
ed him of his life before 
he was married, 
j “This film showed 
me that I’m happy I’m 
married. But 1 do like 
listening to boys when 
they are dating, and 
all the actors 
the movie 
■e very 
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SERVICES 







Angie and Brad 
to rent classy $60 
million US estate 

COUPLE What could make 
Angelina Jolie and Brad 
Pitt’s upcoming rental of a 
$60 million US estate in 
the Gold Goast area of 
New York’s Long Island 
even more fabulous? How 
about throwing in the use 
of the property owner’s 
$90 million luxury yacht? 

Star Magazine is report¬ 
ing the Hollywood couple 

— and their six children 

— will be moving into the 
Sassafras estate in the ex¬ 
clusive waterfront town of 
Lloyd Neck, while Angeli¬ 
na begins area filming for 
the spy thriller Salt in 
March. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


‘Adopt me': Clooney 


PEOPLE George Glooney has 
made an offer few can re¬ 
fuse: He has placed himself 
up for adoption, 
people.com reports. 

“1 always wanted to be 
adopted, but 1 couldn’t 
find anyone,” said the star, 
speaking at a New- 
seum event in 
Washington, D.G., 
with his father, 
former Ohio news 
anchor Nick 

Glooney, and veter 
an journalist Bill 
Small on ei¬ 
ther side of 
him. 

“Will you 
adopt me?” 

George 
said to 
Small. 

“I’m 
wealthy. 

I’ll take 
care 


you.” 

Talk of adoption started 
after Nick Glooney’s obser¬ 
vation that his son’s 2005 
film. Good Night, and 
Good Luck, about iconic 
GBS newsman Edward R. 
Murrow, is now being 
shown in journalism 
schools across the coun- 

“This film has legs,” 
said the elder Glooney, 
who then asked his son 
for his opinion. 

“1 don’t care 
for that,” said 
the jocular 
George — 
prompting 
Nick to re¬ 
spond: “1 nev¬ 
er cared for 
this kid — his 
sister’s great.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Rourke’s Wrestler injuries 


PEOPLE Mickey Rourke had 
to be helped up stairs by 
his girlfriend after suffer¬ 
ing so many injuries from 
The Wrestler, female- 
fir st.co.uk reports. 

The 56-year-old 
actor — who re¬ 
cently won a Gold¬ 
en Globe Award for 
his role as Randy 
(The Ram) 

Robinson in 
the movie — 
wasn’t pre¬ 
pared for the 
effects the 
brutal fight¬ 
ing scenes 
would have 
on his body. 

“1 had to 
try harder to 
get up in the 


morning. And because of 
my extra bulk, a football 
knee from high school act¬ 
ed up again. Two hundred 
years later! And my 
woman had to get be¬ 
hind me and push me 
up the stairs. 1 was pa¬ 
thetic looking,” he said. 
“So my knees would¬ 
n’t hold up, because 
of all the extra 
weight and the 
exercise. And 
all the injuries 
you get from 
being thrown 
down, you 
know?” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Lohan loses a lot 
of weight lately 


PEOPLE Lindsay Lohan’s 
shrinking frame has had 
folks worried lately, as the 
erratic actress has lost a 
noticeable amount of 
weight. But her publicist is 
working hard to explain 
all that. “Lindsay is aware 
that she’s lost some 
weight due to stress,” Lo¬ 
han’s rep tells Hollyscoop. 

“But we recently did a 
photo shoot and she ate 
two full meals.” 

No word on 
what’s causing all 
this stress, but her 
rocky relationship 
with Samantha 
Ronson can’t 
be helping. 
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” 1^9 Today Thursday "^^9 Friday 

Flurrries Flurries Mostly cloudy 

’ -4 / -11 ' -1 / -11 0 / -7 


Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

"My favourite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes'.' WEEKDAYS AT 6 AM 




Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 


1 Light-years away 
5 Weep loudly 
8 Vicinity 

12 Theatre box 

13 Crony 

14 Rent 

15 Lamb and eggplant recipe 

17 Libertine’s feeling 

18 — aupoivre 

19 Explosions 

21 Pinocchio, notably 

24 Braying beast 

25 George Herman Ruth 
28 Campus hangout 

30 Recede 

33 Mess up 

34 Fastidious 


35 Have a bug 

36 Ostrich’s kin 

37 Right on the map? 

38 Zealots’ group 

39 “Casablanca” pianist 
41 Apiece 

43 Rigatoni and rotini 
46 5-Down features 

50 Double Stuf cookie 

51 Subject of Frederick I 

54 Pottery oven 

55 “—Town” 

56 Notions holder 

57 Relaxation 

58 X rating? 

59 Nitwit 


Crossword down 


1 Charitable gifts 

2 Yard portion 

3 Chills and fever 

4 Auction, essentially 

5 Masseur’s workplace, maybe 

6 Furniture wood 

7 Spill the beans 

8 Holdup man? 

9 Philosopher Jean-Jacques 

10 Formerly, formerly 

11 Picnic invaders 
16 Schuss 

20 Gentlewoman 

22 Blue hue 

23 Charlotte — (dessert) 

25 Spelling contest 

26 Branch 


27 NATO headquarters site 
29 “The Thin Man” dog 

31 Puppeteer Baird 

32 Sandwich shop order 
34 Damage assessment org. 
38 Pursued 
40 Expiate (for) 

42 Couric’s network 

43 Prod 

44 Met melody 

45 Location 

47 One of the Jackson 5 

48 Truckload 

49 Fit of peevishness 

52 Wish otherwise 

53 Coffee dispenser 
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Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 17-21 min.Smart 

Under 13 min.Genius 21-25 min.Not bad 

13-17 min.Scholar 25 + min.Keep practising 


entertainment 15 


Take Five 



Filet Mignon 
Salad 

INGREDIENTS: 

4 red peppers 
10 oz (300 g) filet mignon 
1/2 tsp (2 mL) pepper 
2 garlic cloves 

1 lb (500 g) green beans, 
trimmed 

4 tbsp (60 mL) balsamic 
vinegar 

2 tsp (10 mL) extra virgin 
olive oil 

2 tbsp (25 mL) finely 

chopped shallot 

1/4 lb (125 g) mixed salad 

greens 

6 tomatoes, cut into 1/4-in 
(0.5-cm) wedges 

METHOD: 

1. Preheat broiler. Place 
red peppers in broiler pan. 
Cook until skins are blis¬ 
tered and blackened, turn¬ 
ing frequently. Place in 
plastic bag, seal tightly 
and let steam 10 minutes. 
Peel away blackened skins 
from peppers, seed and 
cut into chunks. 

2. Meanwhile, lay filet flat 
on cutting board and slit 
lengthwise three-quarters 
of the way through. Open 


up like a book and press 
flat. Sprinkle with 1/4 tsp 
(1 mL) pepper. Cut 1 garlic 
clove in half and rub cut 
sides all over beef Barbe¬ 
cue or broil beef until 
done to taste, about 3 min¬ 
utes per side for medium. 
Thinly slice beef 

3. Cook beans in boiling 
water until crisp-tender, 
about 5 minutes. Drain 
and rinse immediately 
with cold water. 

4. Crush remaining garlic 
clove. Whisk vinegar, oil, 
garlic, shallot and remain¬ 
ing pepper in small bowl. 
Divide mixed salad greens 
among 4 plates and 
arrange meat, pepper, 
beans and tomatoes on 
top. Drizzle with dressing 
and serve. 

SERVES 4 


rd.ca 


For nutritional infor 
nation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL20 

Fate takes a hand and delayed 
money arrives. A man wants to 
run away due to lost trust. 
You’d be happier somewhere 
else. 



TAURUS (r\ 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 V2x 

Try not to be upset by guilty 
feelings. Your good deeds are 
repaid twice over. Ask ques¬ 
tions in order to lower your 
stress level. 


GEMINI 

MAY22-JUNE21 

Give yourself a fresh start. Hurt 
feelings will erupt temporarily. 
If someone sees you as a hero, 
Uy to live up to it. 


CANCER 

JUNE22-JULY22 



A meeting has nothing to do 
with you. Somebody with a de¬ 
ceptive smile should be avoid¬ 
ed. You can tell that something 
has failed. 


LEO 

JULY23-AUG 23 


It’ll be great if you can take a 
different approach. Bravado is 
important when you’re avoid¬ 
ing a call. Stay away from scan¬ 
dalous actions all day. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


A friend may be loyal but is al¬ 
so indiscreet. A habitual favour- 
beggar regrets a previous re¬ 
quest. A second chance can 
come at night. 


LIBRA ^ 

SEPT23-OCT23 

Your patience is rewarded by a 
forceful person. A traveller will 
convince you that he’s right. 
Friendly actions will become 
an issue. 


SCORPIO ^ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

A timid person is playing a 
waiting game. Try to have rea¬ 
sonable expectations of distant 
friends. Behave reasonably to 
obtain more freedom. 


SAGITTARIUS ^ 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

An incredible interruption 
comes up after lunch. An old 
man is excited about a mysteiy 
romance. You’ll find a tempt¬ 
ing bargain. 


CAPRICORN ^ 

DEC 22-JAN 20 

Doors will open after an emo¬ 
tional predicament. Some peo¬ 
ple are in a foul mood. A notori¬ 
ous man requests your help, 
but you’ll refuse. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Hammer home your point with 
a veiy light touch. You'll enjoy 
someone’s amusing discussion. 
A generous man will be your 
lucky charm. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Coffee shop talk leads to decep¬ 
tion in a company. A polite per¬ 
son is making amends. An un¬ 
pleasant creature can be dealt 
with by a friend. 


WORDY GURDYbI TRICKY RICKY KANE 

1. Elsenhowe^Dutoh embankments (1) 

[ 1 ^ - pair or words (iiKo rAi CAi 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and 

2. Chimney dirt on a leg end (1) they will fit in the letter 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 squares. The number after the 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 definition tells vou how manv 

3. Identical moniker (1) syllables in each word. 

1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 

4. Low-in-fat king's wife (1) 

1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 

5. Picasso’s countrymen disappear (2) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ TIMM 

6. At-bat player’s shaky nerves (2) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

7. Vote-seeking game plan bubbly (2) 

Mill 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

aNovdwvHa Noivdiwo i saaxxir snaxxiH 9 hsinva HsiNVds -e 
NtaanO Nvaa -p awtvM awvs e xoos xooa -z saaia sani t 
1-28-09 SHaAVSKlV 


This day in history 

JAN 28,1547: Henry VIII dies. His nine year old son, Edward VI be¬ 
comes King, and the first Protestant ruler of England. 

JAN 28,1855: The first locomotive runs from the Atlantic Ocean to 
the Pacific Ocean on the Panama Railway. 

JAN 28,1909: United States troops leave Cuba with the exception 
of Guantanamo Bay Naval Base after being there since the 
Spanish-American War. 

JAN 28,1958: The Lego company patented their design of Lego 
bricks, stiU compatible with bricks produced today. 

JAN 28,1986: Space Shuttle Challenger breaks apart after liftoff 
killing all seven astronauts onboard. metro news services 
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Get a bundle 
you can bank on. 



r 



Most reliable 
home phone* 


All 

digital TV 


Most secure 
High Speed access** 




Save over 15%* with a 
bundle you can bank on. 

From $80.95/mo.‘ for 1 year, 
with 1 month FREE! 


^^TELUS 

the future is friendly 


Call 310-1144 or visit telus.com/bundle or your nearest TELUS authorized dealer. 

TELUS AUTHORIZED DEALERS 


Malls 

Downtown 

West 

St. Albert 

Kingsway Garden Mall 

West Edmonton Mall 

Southgate Mall 

Londonderry Mall 

City Centre Mall 

Northgate Mall 

TELUS Plaza North 

14903 - 118th Ave. 

St. Albert Centre 

Unit 30 - 200 St. Albert Rd. 
20 Muir Dr. 


*0ffer available until February 2,2009 to residential clients in select locations with a 1,2 or 3 year TELUS TV service agreement. Starting on month 13 bundle rate will be $85.95/month. Prices may vary for existing clients on a TELUS Long Distance, Fligh Speed Internet, or TV service agreement. tl month of free services available to clients who have not subscribed to 
TELUS Fligh Speed Internet or TV in the past 90 days. TELUS reserves the right to modify the channel line-up, prices and packages without notice. Minimum system requirements apply. IBased on total service disruptions and outages experienced by clients in the past year. **Defined as the most comprehensive suite of hardware and software security tools. © 2009 TELUS. 










